
Boone Janetka 
 

Born:  ~ 2004  

Died:  October 24, 2018 

 

Boone, a devastatingly handsome dog, attracted fawning attention, even on the day of his 

passing.  However, Boone was much more than his striking appearance, Boone was a deep, 

sentient being.   

 

Boone loved to eat, especially freshly 

prepared food.  Until we made novel 

protein a part of his day-to-day diet, 

Boone would lead us from the 

refrigerator to the stove, because he 

wanted us to rustle something up for 

him.  When he was put on restriction 

for health reasons, Boone was found 

licking the stove as it baked a roast.  

Boone the “Sous Chef” was in the 

middle of the cooking action, be it deck grill or kitchen oven.  

 

Boone was very bright and possessed an extensive English vocabulary.  He loved music and, 

when songs that were repeatedly played at home were played elsewhere while we were out, he 

could recognize the tune!  Similarly, Boone was a live music enthusiast.  

 

Boone loved adventure and travel.  In his younger days, he and his 

canine brother and fraternal twin, Scout, would take off 

unexpectedly together (ALWAYS together) to broaden their 

horizons.  His natural curiosity, although worrisome when Boone 

and Scout went rogue, eventually 

served the family well.  Boone 

traveled to 36 states, at least 16 major 

cities, 11 National Parks, 3 Great 

Lakes, 2 River Headwaters, 2 State 

Highpoints, the Atlantic Ocean, the Pacific Ocean, and 1 UNESCO 

site.  (Boone has been to both Elvis Presley’s boyhood home AND 

Graceland!)  At every one of those destinations, Boone, in true co-

pilot fashion, arrived while perched on the console between the two 

front seats. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Boone Anticipating Grilled 
Chicken  Boone Camped Out in Front of the 

Oven  

Life Long Partners in Crime 

Boone in Montana in July 2018 



Boone was well-mannered, and he 

was welcome at sidewalk cafes, 

restaurants, and bars, not to mention, 

wineries.  He was also welcome at 

the 2017 March for Science in 

Madison, WI where he donned a 

“brain hat” and became a twitter 

sensation.                                 

 

 

At the 2017 Solar Eclipse in Makanda, IL, Boone marveled at 

the humans’ reactions to the darkness in the middle of the day, 

and then headed back to car for air conditioning, ASAP. 

 

 

 

 

Boone was patient.  Boone “the 

Counsellor” was patient with his 

rambunctious, much younger canine 

sister, Kennedy, and often pleaded her 

case when her behavior rankled other 

household members.  He was patient 

with strangers who wanted to meet and 

pet him.  He was patient while being 

dressed up in costumes, and, 

subsequently, photographed.  He was 

patient during his medical therapies and 

treatments. 

 

 

 

 

 

Out on the Town in the Central 
West End 

Winery  

March for Science 2017 

Kennedy Leaning on her Rock Boone Wearing His Laser 
Therapy Googles 

The Gang of Three at 
the Pain Clinic 

 

at the Pain Clinic 

after being told to stop barking 



Boone loved everyone, but 

he especially loved his 

brother, Scout.  Scout loves 

to walk, and, although 

Boone experienced mobility 

issues, he always wanted to 

walk with Scout - around 

the neighborhood, in parks, 

on hiking trails, and on city 

streets. Boone and Scout 

loved being around each 

other as much as possible, 

and they would lay near 

each other every day.   

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Boone’s ultimate preference was for the entire family being physically together as much as 

possible.   

 

Boone faced a number of health challenges in his later years; yet retained his sunny disposition 

and his desire to participate 

in both big and small things.  

In the last year of his life, he 

was the Cowardly Lion for 

the University City’s 2017 

“Howloween” Pet Parade 

and helped win “Best Group 

Costume.” In 2018, Boone 

inspired the costumes that 

ultimately won the 

University City’s 2018 “Howloween’s Best Group Costume” for the second year in a row! In the 

past year, Boone traveled to five states which brought his previous state total from 31 to 36.  In 

Jackson, WY, Boone happened upon a wild moose as they casually walked within three feet of 

Cowardly Lion Boone 2017 Fire Fighter Boone 2018 



each other, in the opposite direction.  This interaction, in its was essence, was an animal version 

of a “Respect” nod.  Boone was treated at the Animal Medical Center of Mid America 

(Maryland Heights, MO) and, during his time there, he was featured in a veterinarian training 

video and in a gorilla advertising campaign across two social platforms.  The campaign focused  

on his water therapy at the pain clinic. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Boone was pre-deceased by his canine sister, Dingle Cleopatra (Cleo) Janetka. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Boone was a big presence in his household, neighborhood, and community.  Boone’s happy, 

sweet, kind, friendly, laid- back and loving nature will be profoundly missed by his immediate 

family, James Janetka, Roseann Benson, his canine sister, Kennedy Janetka, and his lifelong 

friend and litter mate, Scout Janetka.  Boone loved life and everything and everyone who filled 

his, a life in which he whole-heartedly engaged in until his very last day. 

Boone, Scout, and Cleo on a Hiking Trail in 
Gloucester, MA 


